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Hazards 
caused 

by GMO
• Introduction of hybrid and 

genetically engineered seeds has 
introduced new risks and new 
costs.

• Thousands of farmers have 
committed suicide as a result of 
being trapped in debt due to 
costly seeds and inputs.

• Farmers in Haryana, Chattisgarh
and Tamilnadu were forced to 
uproot the trials of Monsanto-
Mahyco Bt. Rice.



Farmers suicides are more in the areas 
where farmers have lost their  indigenous 
seed var ieties and become dependent on 
non-renewable hybr id and GMO seeds.
e.g. Punjab, Vidarbha,Maharashtra

There are no debt induced suicides in the 
areas 
where farmers have conserved indigenous 
varieties and are dependent on their own 
seeds
eg. Uttaranchal, Rajasthan,Sikkim



Navdanya’sRole

• Over the last two decades, Navdanya has 
been promoting GM free organic farming.

• Thorugh Bija Swaraj and Bija Satyagraha 
Movement challenging seed patents and 
new seed acts.

• To resist seed monopolies we are creating 
GMO free Zones (Jaiv panchayat) through 
out the country.

• Providing alternatives to farmers through a 
living and sustainable agriculture.



• The movement for relocating control and decision 
making over knowledge and biodiversity, from the 
global to the local, from the MNCs to the people

Jaiv Panchayat

(Local Action for  L iving 
Democracy)



• First Jaiv panchayat
movement was 
launched on 5th June 
1999, by more than 
2000 farmers from 200 
villages at 
Agastyamuni in 
Rudraprayag Dist. 
Uttarakhand

• The purpose of the jaiv
panchayat was to 
conserveour heritage 
and to establish the 
rights of community 
over the biodiversity 
and natural resources 
of their areas.



Jaiv Panchayats organized 
by Navdanya



Bija (Seed) yatra (9th to 26th May 06)

• The Bija Yatra 2006-
2007 was launched in 
May 2006 

• The yatra was to build  
up a movement to 
stop the genocide of 
our farmers and 
reclaim our food 
sovereignty



Objectives of the Seed Yatra
were:

• Defend farmer’s rights to food and 
seed sovereignty

• Assert people’s right to biodiversity
• Promote organic farming and 

sustainable agriculture
• Create awareness among farmers 

regarding corporate seed monopoly
• Keep seed in farmer’s hand
• Distribute traditional and 

indigenous variety of seeds
• Signing of GMO free pledge by the 

farmers



� � � � �� � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 
 �
 � �� � � � � 
 � � � � � �

Impact of 
Seed Yatra

The Yatra reached :

•250 village communities

•More than 2 lakh farmers 
joined the movement



Navdanya,s first GMO free village Koljhadi in 
Vidarbha converted in January 2007 in 

association with Vidarbha Jan Andolan and 
Vidarbha Organic Farmers Association



Navdanya’s pledge for GMO free, 
patent free, Debt free, Suicide free 

village



Farmer’s family in 
Vidarbha who lost 

their life due to 
debt in agriculture



Kalaspur village where Navdanya
has started a seed bank



Alternative of GMO 
through Bio-diverse Organic Farming

•leads to increase in farm 
productivity and farm 
incomes
•Fare trade and just trade 
lowers costs to 
consumers.
•Pesticide and chemical 
free production and 
processing brings safe 
and healthy food to 
consumers.



Negative Economy of 
GMO/Chemical/Industrial Agriculture
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Positive Economy of Biodiverse 
Agroecological Farming
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Comparative net returns from mono and mixed farming systems
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Navdanya’sLok Swar j

• Beej Swaraj (Seed Sovereignty)
• Anna Swaraj (Food Sovereignty
• Jal Swaraj (Water Sovereignty)
• Bhu Swaraj(Earth Sovereignty)
• Van Swaraj (Forest Sovereignty)



No GMOs, No Chemicals, No 
Patents, No suicides

For  
L ife



Join hands with Navdanya for

Freedom Zones

•GMO Free

•Patent Free

•Chemical Free

•Suicide Free


